


Glossary for Winlink
AirMail 

A client (end user) program written by Jim Corenman KE6RK.  It supports Pactor (all popular TNCs), Packet (PTC II and Kantronics TNCs), and Telnet connections.  Can work as a limited BBS and forward in all FBB and WL2K protocols.

AX.25


The signaling protocol typically used by Winlink  2000 for passing data on VHF/UHF  "Packet" channels. Winlink 2000 uses the AX.25 Pactor protocol to carry its B2F Format.
B2F Protocol

The WL2K binary protocol that allows multiple addresses, mixed radio and email addresses and attachments.

Backbone

A radio network consisting of linked stations using switches or nodes that allows digital transmission over extended distances.    

Backup CMS

This is a redundant CMBO that can automatically assume the CMBO function if the CMBO is down or not connected to the internet.

CMS

   The Common Message Servers (CMS) are the common coordinating  server  engines central to the Winlink 2000  "star" Network configuration.   They coordinate the traffic  between the participating network stations (PMBOs) as well as serving as the e-mail, bulletin  and position reporting interface.  All this is done over the Internet in order to make the amateur radio spectrum more efficient, leaving these radio frequencies available for  end-users.  Each of the existing Common Message Servers is a mirror image of the other, providing continual redundancy should one of these servers become inoperative. 

Digi


Short for Digipeater. A simple Radio/TNC device that permits relaying digital AX.25 packets.

FBB


A Popular BBS system developed  by F6FBB that operates on the DOS, Windows and Linux operating systems. 

FBB Protocols
These are standard published protocols used by most BBSs for the exchange of messages.  They include binary protocols B1F and BF and ASCII protocol F.

MID


Message ID.  A specific unique code (usually 12 characters) that uniquely identifies each message in a BBS system

MBO


Mail Box Operator.  This is the station that runs the public mailbox. The most popular versions are FBB and WL2K.

Packet Switch/Node
One of several more sophisticated Digipeaters that can repeat and route AX.25 packet through a Packet network or backbone. Examples are FPAC, ROSE and  JNOS.

Paclink 

A client (user) program by Vic Poor W5SMM and Rick Muething KN6KB. It supports most Packet TNCs (using the AGW Packet Engine) including low cost sound card and Baycom TNCs.  It interfaces the users E-mail client (e.g. Outlook Express) to Packet Radio and WL2K or FBB Telnet. Future version will include support for Pactor II and III.

Pactor 1, 2, 3:   The signaling protocols used by Winlink 2000 HF radio channels to carry its B2F format.  Pactor is the invention of the SCS GmbH & Co. KG.
Paclink AGW & Paclink Postoffice:  A Winlink 2000 client email server application that enables the use of a single or multiple computers with email programs such as MS Outlook, MS Outlook Express, Netscape, Eudora, etc. for the purpose of sending and receiving email via Telnet or VHF/UHF Packet.  Paclink utilizes the AGW Packet Engine to drive Packet modems, including computer sound cards.  with one single Paclink application, in front of a firewall and behind a router, multiple computers may be enabled with radio email when used with the Winlink 2000 network system.

PMBO


A Winlink 2000 participating network MBO.  PMBOs or Radio Message Servers , communicate with each other through the CMS's in a "star" network configuration via the Internet, and with the end-users  over radio or Internet via Telnet or WEB Browser Access..
Sysop


The Amateur operator of a BBS  or MBO.

TCP or TCP/IP
A protocol for transmission of information between two ports on the Internet.

Telnet


Another protocol for transmission of information between two ports on the Internet.

Telpac:  
A Winlink 2000  application that allows the connection of a VHF/UHF modem either directly or via the AGW Packet Engine with a Paclink or Airmail user application, and converts the AX.25 Packet to Internet Telnet for connection to a Winlink Participating Station' s(PMBO) Telnet Server.
TNC 


Terminal Node Controller.  A basic Radio modem to interface a computer or terminal to AX.25 packet radio.  Can now also be done with sound card software.

WL2K


Winlink 2000.  This is the MBO (Sysop) programs and servers that implement the Winlink 2000 message system. Developed by Vic Poor W5SMM, Hans Kessler  N8PGR, Steve Waterman K4CJX, Rick Muething KN6KB.

